THE LIFE OF NELSON
service.
_,^. Minto had already noted his exhilaration amid the general public gloom, and after his death, speaking of these last days, said, " He was remarkably well and fresh, and full of hope and spirit." The care of providing him with adequate force he threw off upon the Admiralty. There was, of course, a consultation between him and it as to the numbers and kind of vessels he thought necessary, but his estimate- wan accepted without question, and the ships were promised, as far as the resources went. "When Lord Barham asked him to select his own officers, he is said to have replied, " Chooae yourself, my lord, the same spirit actuates the whole profession; you cannot choose wrong." lie did, nevertheless, indicate his wishes in individual cases; and the expression, though characteristic enough of his proud confidence in the officers of the navy, must be taken rather as a resolve not to be burdened with invidious distinctions, than as an unqualified assertion of fact.
Nelson, however, gave one general admonition to the Call-inet which is worthy to be borne in mind, as a broad principle of unvarying application, more valuable than much labored detail. What is wanted, he said, is the annihilation of the enemy — " Only numbers can annihilate/'l It is brilliant and inspiring, indeed, to see skill and heroism bearing up enormous odds, and even wrenching victory therefrom ; but it is the business of governments to insure that such skill and heroism, be more profitably employed, in utterly destroy ing, with superior forces, the power of the foe, and so compelling peace. No general has won more striking                   over
1 The author wishes to guard himself from seeming to share the perveniion, as he thinks it, of this saying, into an argument against heavy ships, the heavier the ships, the smaller the number.    Without here                 any
opinion upon this controverted subject, he would simply quote on the other side the view attributed to Nelson during the chase to the Went Indies. ** lit knew that the French had no three-decked ships in their fleet, Mill Itti reckoned on the great superiority in close action of three batteries ofgmm over two." (Last of Nelson's Captains, p. 137.) With this may IMS joinrd a quotation from himself involving implicitly the game idwi: "'Two [two-deckers] alongside an enemy are better than three-doc.kcn* a cjrent ?w//0jf." This evidently suggests the idea that one throe-docker was better than two seventy-fours, conditions being similar. In truth, numbers should be mttl "numbers of guns " — or, better still, " numbers, other things being et|tiaL"